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BENTONVILLE FILM FESTIVAL
HOW A TOWN WITHOUT A MOVIE THEATER PULLS IT OFF

R

eturning to Northwest Arkansas for its second year, the
Bentonville Film Festival, a one-of-a-kind film festival
championing women and diverse voices in the media,
kicks off on the Bentonville Square on May 3, running
through May 8.
Co-founded by Academy Award winner Geena Davis and CEO
of ARC Entertainment Trevor Drinkwater, BFF proactively supports
women and diverse storytellers by featuring films directed,
produced and written by women, as well as films featuring a female
or a diverse lead character, and a predominantly female and diverse
cast and crew. Additionally, BFF is the only film competition in
the world that offers guaranteed distribution to its winning films,
offering partnerships with AMC Theaters, Walmart and Vudu.
In addition to the approximately 35 narratives and
documentaries that will be featured in the competition, BFF
will also include a short film competition in partnership with
espnW and a script writing contest in partnership with Lifetime
Networks, as well as a number of various other community
events, such as a concert by Barrett Baber at the Walmart AMP
and free family-friendly movie screenings at Bentonville’s First
Friday on the downtown square.
30 | CITISCAPES • MAY 2016

A booming area full of first-class
restaurants, hotels and entertainment,
Bentonville has quickly become a must-visit
location for travelers from all around the
world, making it an ideal place to hold such
a celebrated event — or at least some would
think. While Bentonville is home to many
great things, a movie theater – something
many would consider a requirement to
hosting a film festival – is not one of them,
making the festival itself a bit of a challenge,
yet extra unique.
“It’s a great challenge and quite honestly
a bit of fun to have to be creative enough
to come up with venues for screening
films when hosting a film festival in a
town that does not have a movie theater,”
says BFF co-founder Trevor Drinkwater.
“This year for BFF we got really creative
and decided to bring in three fantastic
Cinetransformers. Each unit seats 91
people, will be branded BFF and include
sponsor branding, and provides a very
enjoyable movie-watching experience!”
A true cinema experience, a
Cinetransformer is a state-of-the-art mobile
cinema designed to replicate every facet of
a traditional movie theater. Featuring a
14-foot projection screen, stadium seating,
HD projections, digital surround sound,
air conditioning and even a concession
stand, lobby area and restrooms,
Cinetransformers are designed to give
people a full movie theater experience.
To accommodate festival needs, BFF is
bringing three of these innovative
machines to the Bentonville Square to
feature the festival’s competition films.
In addition to the creative use of the
Cinetransformers, other festival needs will
be met by various downtown businesses
that will feature free studio lounges, and by
venues such as Crystal Bridges that will host
galas and star-filled events, and the Old High
Middle School, where special film screenings
and awards ceremonies will be held.
“Fortunately for us, Bentonville has
the beautiful and historic theater at Old
High Middle School, and our partner, ABC
Mouse, stepped up to provide a theaterquality sound system that will be able to
be used by BFF but also the school district
in years to come,” says Drinkwater. “We
are so appreciative of their support and
believe this will be a tremendous benefit
to the community as well as provide BFF
with a beautiful venue to host special film
screenings and award shows as needed.” ■

BFF is open to the public and tickets
can be purchased to attend most festival
events. For tickets, more information,
or for a full schedule of events, visit
www.bentonvillefilmfestival.com.
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