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Fayetteville Apartment Recycling
Keeping Fayetteville Beautiful, One Apartment at a Time

The Links in Fayetteville

A

lmost anyone who has ever lived in
an apartment could probably tell
you how tough recycling can be.
Lugging trash to the dumpster is already
inconvenient enough. Sorting, washing and
hauling recyclables to a nearby recycling
center is a whole other story.
The sheer inconvenience of it all is often
enough to cause apartment dwellers to do
away with recycling all together. Throwing
it all in the trash is sometimes much easier.
But does it have to be? Homeowners have
recycling services offered to them, so why
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can’t apartment residents have the same?
Now they can. Thanks to Brian Pugh,
director of Keep Arkansas Beautiful and
waste reduction coordinator for Fayetteville
Recycling and Trash Collection, recycling
for some Fayetteville apartment residents is
now no more work than simply taking the
trash out.
In 2011, the city of Fayetteville began
to execute on-site apartment recycling by
placing large, rollaway recycling containers
outside on apartment property grounds,
offering residents a convenient and easy

way to dispose of their garbage. To date,
there are five apartment complexes in
Fayetteville using these containers, but Pugh
is working hard to implement this program
in apartments all across Fayetteville. “Our
goal is to have recycling provided to 30
percent of apartment units in Fayetteville
by the end of 2015,” says Pugh. “If we can
get five to six larger units to sign on to the
program, we will meet our goal.”
Currently, on-site apartment recycling is
offered at The Cliffs, The Links, Maple Manor,
Hill Place and North Creekside apartments,
and although the city is seeing great success
with the outdoor containers, Pugh is striving
to give apartment residents as many options
as possible. In addition to the outdoor
containers, some complexes now have
gallon-sized recycling bins placed indoors, as
well as polypropylene bags for residents to
use for their recycling needs. “This serves a
dual purpose,” says Pugh. “It gives residents
something to carry their recyclables in, but
it also gives them a constant reminder that
recycling is available to them. We try to make
it as easy as we possibly can.”
As director of Keep Arkansas Beautiful,
it is Pugh’s goal to inspire and educate
individuals to improve their communities
by recycling and preventing litter. “The
mission of Keep Arkansas Beautiful
should be important to everyone because
of the economic and recreational benefits
communities receive from being clean and
beautiful,” he says. “Sometimes people
don’t think about the impact litter has on
the environment, but when you talk about
money, everybody pays attention.”

In celebration of its 25th anniversary,
the Keep Arkansas Beautiful commission
recognized 25 Arkansas individuals
for guiding their neighborhoods and
communities in an effort to keep Arkansas
clean. Because of his leadership in developing
this innovative program, Pugh was awarded
with a Keep Arkansas Beautiful Lodestar
award, recognizing him as an inspiration
to the Northwest Arkansas community. “[I
feel] honored that my work has been noticed
by others around the state and I feel very
lucky to be involved with such a wonderful
community such as Fayetteville,” says Pugh
about his receiving the award. “I would
hope that others would see my work as
helping Fayetteville remain a beautiful place
to live and work.”
Though Pugh’s project has certainly
made a large impact on the Northwest
Arkansas community, he says that there
is room for improvement. “It’s still a
work in progress. Recycling is available at
some apartments, but creating a recycling
program for apartment residents is
especially important here, where the student
population is growing and the number of
apartment units is roughly the same as
the number of single-family residential
units,” says Pugh. “When the system is fully
implemented, it will be a big improvement
in our efforts to reduce waste and create
easy-to-use recycling programs.”
So what about apartment dwellers who
don’t have on-site recycling available? For
starters, Pugh recommends reaching out to
apartment management and encouraging an
initiative with the city.
Meanwhile, the city of Fayetteville offers
two centrally located recycling centers for
residents to dispose of their waste. The
first, the Marion Orton Recycling Center, is
located at 735 West North Street, settled in
a part of town rich in apartment complexes.
Open Monday through Saturday, the
Marion Orton Recycling Center is a
convenient option for apartment residents
who do not have on-site recycling available.
The second, the Happy Hollow Center,
is located at 1429 South Happy Hollow
Road and is open 24 hours a day, seven
days a week, making it an ideal choice for
those with busy schedules. Additionally,
though not operated by the city, there is
a third center for recycling available in
the parking lot of Ozark Natural Foods,
open during Ozark Natural Foods’ regular
business hours. ■

For center hours or to learn more
about recycling in Fayetteville, visit
www.recyclesomething.org
or email Brian Pugh at
recyclingandtrash@fayetteville-ar.gov.
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