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Sassafras Springs Vineyard

A Romantic, Tuscan Feel in Your Own Backyard
Sassafras Springs Vineyard tasting room

As spring rapidly comes to an end and summer swiftly approaches, Northwest Arkansas residents are busy
seeking out ways to enjoy their long and warm days outside. With first-class running and biking paths,
an abundance of hiking trails, and world-famous rivers and lakes, Northwest Arkansas offers a plethora
of options for outdoor summer pursuits. Though summer days are great for being active, some days call
for more relaxing and refreshing affairs, e.g., a quiet afternoon lounging by the pool, a festive backyard
barbeque with friends or maybe even a leisurely afternoon spent in the vineyards.

Visiting a winery is a great thing to do on a
warm summer day, and with the completion
of a new Northwest Arkansas winery just
recently finishing up, residents no longer
have to travel far to enjoy such delights.
Sassafras Springs Vineyard, a 15-acre estate
tucked quietly away on the east side of
Fayetteville, has just as much charm as it
does class. After extensive travel and visits to
wineries around the world, property owners
Gene and Cheryl Long were inspired to
build a winery a bit closer to home. “When
we bought this land, we thought that it
looked like the perfect spot for a winery,”
says Gene Long. “Northwest Arkansas
doesn’t have many wineries, or anything like
Sassafras Springs,” adds Cheryl Long. With
over $1 million and one year of hard work
invested into the property, the Longs have
transformed this former horse farm into a
must-visit attraction.
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While the Longs have planted rows
of grapes, they currently do not offer any
wine of their own. However, visitors to
the vineyard have an opportunity to enjoy
a vast selection of local wines as well
as wines from around the world. With a
natural spring and creek running through
the property, expansive green lawns and
a fully remodeled tasting room, visitors
of all ages can find something to enjoy
at Sassafras Springs. The Longs offer a
selection of local meats and cheeses to
accompany their wines and encourage
customers to wander about the property,
glass in hand. “You can go anywhere on
the 15 acres with your food and wine,”
says Cheryl. “Families can have a picnic
and couples can go on a date. A lot of
people will come and bring their children
and their dogs. It is kind of like a winery
Gulley Park.”

In addition to fully remodeling the
tasting room, the Longs have transformed
the property’s horse stables into a lavish
event center. Using recycled materials from
the original structure, this 3,500-squarefoot building exposes a balanced blend
of rustic and elegant features. The wine-

Sassafras Springs Vineyard owners,
Cheryl and Gene Long

themed decorations, such as the wine bottle
chandeliers and barrel binding light fixtures,
give the center a whimsical flair, while the
clean, wide-open space adds a touch of
sophistication. Well suited for weddings and
galas, the Longs expect the stables to become
one of Northwest Arkansas’ premiere event
destinations.
Another unique feature at Sassafras
Springs are the chapel “ruins.” While they
might look old, they are actually brandnew. Though ancient ruins aren’t common
in the Americas, they are certainly present
in some of the world’s greatest wine regions,
such as Bordeaux, France, and Tuscany, Italy.
“We recently went to the Mediterranean and
really loved the feel of the ruins that we saw,”
says Cheryl. Wanting to give the premises
an Old World, romantic feel, the Longs built
the ruins to give their visitors an experience
unlike anything else that can be found in
Northwest Arkansas. While the chapel ruins
were built with wedding ceremonies and
receptions in mind, the Longs have plans
to add smaller ruins to the grounds for all
visitors to enjoy. “This will be a great spot for
people to sit and enjoy their picnic or a glass
of wine,” says Cheryl.
Orchestrating this project has resulted
in one exhausting year for the Long family,
but they present their property with pride.
“We might be kind of biased, but I think
we have the most beautiful venue around,”
says Gene, wearing a proud smile. Whether
you plan to visit for a wedding, a glass
of wine or a picnic on the lawn, a visit
to Sassafras Springs deserves a spot on
everyone’s summer bucket list. So, pack
a book, put your dog on a leash, grab the
kids and head out for a relaxing day among
the grapevines. ■

For more information, visit www.sassafrasspringsvineyard.com.
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